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A Few Parting Words . . . 
I have enjoyed being your interim pastor for the past year.  It has been a good 
experience for both of us.  I always like getting acquainted with a new 
congregation and developing new relationships.  You have a lot of potential as a 
community of faith and have called an excellent leader in Pastor Scott Schmidt.    

I want to thank members of All Saints for the very generous monetary gift I 
received on my last Sunday with you.  Audrey says that I can use it to pay for my 

new senior citizen’s bicycle I recently acquired.   

Mr. Furr was overwhelmed with all the friendly puppets the Sunday School kids made to greet him!   He will 
also proudly wear the All Saints hoodie he was given. 

My thanks especially to Marlene and Carol who have made the church office a lively place to be and work.   

At the present, Pastor Scott is scheduled to begin on Sunday, June 29th.  In the meantime you will have some of 
the finest retired pastors in Northern Illinois as your Sunday supply pastors.   In cases of emergency, if pastoral 
care is needed, Pastor Bill Wittig (815) 234-7517 and Pastor Karen Capel (St. James, Forreston) (815) 938-3511 
are available.    

The Lord bless you in the months ahead. 

Pastor Stees 
 
 

Vacation Bible School  July 7th -11th 

  9 am to noon             Monday – Friday 
What do pool noodles, hoola hoops, snacks and smiling people all have 
in common?  They are needed for our Power Lab VBS! 

Next month, (JULY) we will be transforming not only the church with 
decorations, but changing lives with the word of God’s love and Jesus’ 
power.  Be a part of this “go and tell” ministry that takes place here at 
All Saints! 

We have openings for volunteers  ages 12-90  who can help for a day 
or the week.  And we are looking for students to take part – Preschool 
age in Squeaky Beaker Preschool, or going into 1st grade  to 5th grade 
in the Main Power Lab. If you have a neighbor, a grandchild or a friend who might enjoy VBS, invite them.  
VBS is open to all – not just All Saints members.  Pre-registration is helpful to ensure the staff is prepared and 
adequate supplies are available for all participants. 

And we are looking for some items for decorations – that’s where the hoola hoops and pool noodles come in. 

We have request lists on the bulletin board in the main hallway for items we would like to borrow and return, 
things we would like to use, and food items to donate for our Test Tube Treats station.  Even if you can not be 

  

 



 2 

 

here at church for VBS, you can be a part of the success and the joy of serving in this outreach ministry with 
your generosity of donating some things we need. 

Test Tube treats needs things from: large sugar cookies, M&Ms, prepackaged cups of  chocolate pudding, cans 
of grape soda, round crackers ….. You can check out the list and sign up to help supply something.  Please 
bring your items by June30th so we have time to purchase items that were not donated. 

Contact Carolyn 234-3296 or Theresa 234-8363 to volunteer or if you have questions! 
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- Audrey Adams 
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The quilters will meet on June 5th 
from 9 to 11 o'clock. Thank you for 
all the donations that keep coming in. 
We receive sheets and fabric from people that hear 
about our project from friends and neighbors. We 
love using their generous donations to make 
comforters for people in need. We also know 
generous ladies that continue to make beautiful quilt 
tops for us at home. The squares that they sew 
together make each quilt unique. Each month, eight 
to twelve women show up to tie the layers together. 
It is fun to be together and we hope that more ladies 
will join us on the first Thursday of every month. 

- Millie Knodle 
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The crafters will meet next on Tuesday, June 10 at 
9:00 am.  We are a fun group.  Please join us! 
All are welcome! 
-Lois Lapp and Gloria Olsen. 
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The book club will be taking the summer off, but 
will plan to resume meeting as usual in September. 
If you have any suggestions of good books you 
have read lately – please bring them to book club. 

- Carolyn Niederer 
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Thanks to everyone for a great 
Sunday School year!  Teachers, we 
all appreciate the time and effort 
you put forth to share God’s word with the younger 

members of the congregation.  You make a positive 
impact on those close to God’s heart.  It is our 
prayer that you have learned as you teach and that 
your faith has grown through this service.  We look 
forward to seeing everyone back in September. 
  - Danny and Melanie Anderson 
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Second Annual 
All Church Picnic and Campout 

June 21 – 22 at LOMC 
Enjoy the picnic, fun and games then 

spend the night under the stars 
 in a tent or camper. 

Activities will include a campfire, 
roasting hotdogs and marshmallows, 

                             hiking and more! 
Please sign up on the bulletin board. 

For more information,  
call Audrey Adams at 815-509-2682 
 
 

���������	
�
On May 18, ten young people Affirmed their 
Baptism and were confirmed at the 10:30 am 
service.  Special thanks to Margie Bergmark for 
her work as Presentor and to the group leaders:  
Dallas Lawson, Julie Danielowski, Karla Combs 
and Lisa Lameyer. 
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8th Grade 

Kathleen Combs     Lauren Lameyer 
Jaminique Danielowski    Kyle Lawson 
Mackenzie Dill     Joanna Sisouk 
Ben Eisenberg     Lexie Williams 
Meagan Hall     Eden Zeibert 

High School 
Kaitlin Beaty  
Nikolai Bergmark  
Samantha Dill  
Ryan Klink  
Brittany Knodle – plans to attend Bradley 

University to pursue a doctorate in 
Physical Therapy 

Ryan Lynch  
Kelsy Wild  

College 
Amy Harn – Rockford College – BA, Instructional 

Strategies 
Rebecca Jones Heaslip – Rockford College 

 

Call Committee Report 
 Speaking for the entire Call Committee, I would 
like to thank the Council for appointing us to this 
task.  It was an exciting, humbling, and somewhat 
daunting time for us as we helped shape the future 
of the congregation of All Saints Lutheran Church.  
It was a task we didn’t take lightly and we all spent 
a great deal of time in prayer for guidance as we 
progressed.   

 I would like to give you a little insight into the call 
process.   

 The Call Process actually began in April, 2007 
when Pastor Nelson informed us of his intention to 
retire.   At that time the church council began to 
work with the Synod staff liaison to appoint an 
interim pastor.  With Pastor Stees appointed interim 
pastor, we were given three months to grieve the 
loss of Pastor Nelson before moving forward in the 
search for a replacement pastor.  

(continued on page 4) 
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 In September, we were all invited to a “Visioning 
Event” where we brainstormed our congregation’s 
Strengths, Weaknesses, and Priorities.  In October, 
the Council appointed the Call Committee.  We 
began meeting in November, and our first task was 
to take the ideas from the Visioning Event and use 
them to create our Congregational Mission Profile.  
This Congregational Mission Profile was submitted 
to the Synod office in late November.   

 In January, we met with Pastor Christine Steinstra, 
assistant to the Bishop, to discuss the committee 
responsibilities and to receive the names of three 
well-qualified candidates for our consideration.  
The candidates were specifically chosen for us by 
the Bishop, as their skills closely matched our 
vision for All Saints based on our Mission Profile. 
Our charter was to find the candidate we felt best fit 
into the needs and personality of our congregation.   
Over the next eight weeks, we interviewed each 
candidate, and traveled to neutral churches to hear 
them preach God’s Word.    

 On April 21, 2008, we met with the members of the 
Church Council for the purpose of introducing our 
recommended candidate to them.  The Council 
interviewed our candidate, and  concurred with our 
recommendation.  May 18, 2008 was the date set to 
call the Special Congregation Meeting for the 
purpose of approving our recommendation.  At that 
time, 61 voting members of the All Saints 
Congregation unanimously called our candidate, 
Pastor Scott Schmidt, to lead our church family into 
the future.  The following week, Pastor Scott sent a 
letter of acceptance of the call.  With the receipt of 
this letter, the Call Committee is officially 
disbanded.    

 - Kay Johnson 

 

���������	
�����
Thanks to those who helped deliver meals in May: 
Tom & Mary Raney,  Tom & Sandy Hedges, 
Marlene Roberts, George Krebs, Al & Gloria 
Olsen, Gary & Shirley Asher. 
 

NIU Challenge 
You can still make a donation for the Lutheran 
Campus Ministry Program fund to make Pastor 
Dardon’s position there full-time.  She continues to 
work with those dealing with anxiety and grief due 
to the earlier shooting event at the NIU campus. 
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Our Library has a nice selec-
tion of Meditative and Devo-
tional books to start or end 
your busy day.  Meditative is 
defined by Webster as a deep, 
continued thought or 
reflection on sacred matters.  A few of the 
Meditative books on our shelves are: 
·  Twenty-four Hours a Day- Thought for the day,  

Meditation for the day, and Prayer for the day. 
·  Meditation Moments- Daily meditations for 

women. 
·  Grace for the Moment- Daily thoughts of 

inspiration. 
·  4 HIM The Basics of Life- Bible inspired songs, 

meditations, devotions and testimony. 

Devotion is defined by Webster as religious wor-
ship, prayer and faithfulness.  Some of the Devo-
tional books in our Library are: 
·  Sow the World…Harvest Character- A year of 

devotions for the growing Christian.  Weekly 
devotions of "plowing, sowing, and cultivating" 
using passages from the Bible. 

·  Best Loved Passages of the Bible- These devo-
tions are based on favorite passages of the Bible. 

·  Women's Devotional Bible- These devotions are 
collected from women and to women.  A passage 
of the Bible is followed by devotions. 

·  God's Little Devotional Book for Men- Topics 
men can relate to. 

·  God's Little Devotional Book on Success- These 
topics cover motivation and success.  Secrets of 
"ultimate success in manageable daily bites." 

·  Coffee Break with God- Designed to fit into your 
schedule and give your day a boost.  Inspirational 
scripture with quotes, anecdotes and real life 
stories. 

·   Laugh and Tickle   Hug and Pray- Family 
devotions with 5 sections-  Story, Scripture 
reading and questions, Thought for the week, 
Activities, and Closing.  

Another great book is from the editors of Reader's 
Digest called Windows of Hope.  This book is a 
collection of  very short stories written by Paul 
Harvey, Archibald Rutledge, Joyce Brothers, to 
name just a few.   

One of these books, a cup of coffee, and a warm 
sunny morning on the patio would be a great way to 
start your day.  
-Anne Morgart. 
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SUMMER CAMP: Information and registration 
forms are on the table in the Narthex.  If you are 
interested in a Campership (financial aid toward 
camp), please see Marlene. 

BENEFIT LUNCHEON:  On Sunday, June 8, 
Alfano’s restaurant in Oregon (801 S 4th St.) is 
sponsoring a benefit luncheon.  A portion of the 
proceeds from all meals served between 11 am and 
4 pm will benefit a joint project between Lutheran 
Outdoor Ministries Center in Oregon and 
Lutherdale Ministries in Elkhorn , WI.  The project, 
Widening the Circle, will expand opportunities for 
urban youth to attend summer camp. 
 

 

 

Worship Attendance  
May 8:00 10:30 Total    9:15 SS 

4 89 77 166 65 
11 104 60 164 45 
18 57 183 240 47 
25 52 54 106  

Total   676 157 
Average 76 94 169 52 

Reminders: 
Please keep us updated on any service personnel 
who are overseas or who have returned home. 
Deadline for articles for the July Spokesman is 
June 19.  Please email articles to Carolyn Niederer 
at rjn2cjn@comcast.net or the church office at 
allsaints624@hotmail.com. Thanks! 
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May 12, 2008 
·  Prepared agenda for congregational meeting on 

May 18th. 

·  Additional monies were added to CD to bring it 
to $2500 for 3 year at Board of American 
Missions yielding 4.65%. 

·  Mortgage refinanced with 5 year balloon at rate 
of 6.3% amortized over 25 years. 

·  Projectors have been ordered for sanctuary. 

·  Per-Mar was selected for new security system 

·  Approved donation of three pine trees as a 
memorial. 

 
2008  STEWARDSHIP     MAY and YEAR TO DATE  

 General Fund  Facilities Maintenance Fund Expansion Fund 
 Monthly Year to Date  Monthly Year to Date  Monthly Year to Date 

Goals 10,920 57,330  4,616 24,234  2,308 12,117 
Received 9,212 46,628  3,151 15,597  2,244 10,713 
Status -1,708 -10,702  -1,465 -8,637  -64 -1,404 
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Annual Community Picnic & Raffle  Saturday, June 7, 12 -1 pm on the front lawn at Neighbors Rehab & 
Health Center.   All proceeds go toward special activities for the residents.  

GOSPELFEST – Opening Ceremonies for Byronfest Thursday, July 10 at 6:30 pm on the front lawn of 
Neighbors Nursing Home.  Bring a lawn chair and join in with the singing of your favorite hymns and choruses.  
Enjoy the talent of our local churches and “The Assemblymen”.  (Rain site: United Church of Byron)  Ice 
Cream Social to follow sponsored by Byron Area Churches and Neighbors Nursing Home.  All baked goods 
must be delivered to Neighbors by noon on Thursday in DISPOSABLE PANS and requiring NO REFRIGER-
ATION PLEASE! 
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Thrivent Builds Worldwide Gulf Coast Community 

It has been years since Hurricanes Rita and Katrina ravaged the Mississippi Gulf Coast, and thousands of families 
still live in unsafe temporary housing. You can join with other Thrivent Financial members, Lutherans and 
volunteers to help change lives. 

Sign up now for a one-week volunteer work trip to the Mississippi Gulf Coast through the Thrivent Builds 
Worldwide Gulf Coast Community program. This is your chance to work side-by-side with other Lutherans to help 
a partner family in need of simple, decent, affordable housing. Not only will you help build one family’s home, you’ll 
be part of an experience to rebuild an entire community.  On behalf of its members, Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans has committed $2.5 million to Habitat for Humanity of the Mississippi Gulf Coast to build up to 40 homes 
- nearly all in one community - and contribute to the affiliate's ability to serve more families. 

Trip costs: 

·  Members of Thrivent Financial: Receive a $100 discount toward trip costs ($249 plus travel). It’s the power of 
your membership in action.  

·  Nonmembers: $349 (plus travel).  

No previous construction experience is required. 

Visit www.thriventbuilds.com/worldwide to learn more about the weekly schedule and accommodations.  

 

 

*** THE THRIVENT BUILDS MOBILE will be at the Illinois State Fair this summer *** 
The Thrivent Builds Mobile is a bright red multimedia exhibit on wheels that tells the story of poverty housing 
in America and the simple steps we can take to be part of the solution.  Some of you have had the chance to tour 
this fascinating truck when it stopped by our region the past couple of years.  Well, its on its way back!  Last 
month, the Thrivent Builds Mobile kicked off a 13 state tour and it will be in our very own St. Louis Heartland 
Region this August. 

Volunteer for a 'truck-load' of fun!  We are looking for 120 volunteers (30 each day) to man the truck and make 
sure visitors are treated to the full experience.  Be a part of this one-of-a-kind traveling exhibit, have fun at the 
fair, and help raise awareness about substandard housing and the alliance between Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans and Habitat for Humanity!  

Date: Thursday, August 14th -- Sunday, August 17th                   Time: Open daily from 9am until 9pm 

Three time slots are available:      
Morning - 8:30am until 1:00pm     Afternoon - 12:30pm until 5:00pm     Evening - 4:30pm until 9:00pm  

Place: Illinois State Fairgrounds - Springfield, IL  
Volunteers will receive: Admission to the fair and a cool new Thrivent Builds t-shirt    
To volunteer or for more information, please contact: Mary Bradley at 1-88THRIVENT x 214 or 
mary.bradley@thrivent.com.  
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FROM THE CHURCH MOUSE . . . 
What  a busy month we have had!  Every Sunday 
something was going on.  We  recognized Charter 
Members on May 4 - each was given a carnation.  It was 
so good to see some come back just for that special 

day.   On May 11 we had a baptism at both services.   
Then on the eighteenth we welcomed ten young people 
as new members through confirmation.  The church was 
packed to capacity on that Sunday!  How nice to see so 
many sponsors and grandparents along with parents at 
that special occasion.   That same day in the late 
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afternoon, a potluck supper was held in conjunction with 
the Special Congregational Meeting to vote on calling a 
new pastor.  What a great variety of food there was.  I 
won’t name names of those who pitched in and helped 
for fear I would forget some one,  but you know who you 
were and I appreciated your help so very much.  It is so 
nice to see people just pitch in and help without even 
being asked.  Thank  you!  And of course the highlight of 
the evening was our vote and the calling of Pastor Scott 
Schmidt to be out next Pastor.  He and his wife Trish 
were welcomed at the end of the meeting.  That was a 
very joyous evening.  Then on May 25th we went the 
other way and had to say good-by to Pastor Stees and 
Mr. Furr.  A special monetary gift was given to Pastor 
and Mr. Furr now has his own  purple "hoodie" from All 
Saints.  After both services, cake and coffee were 
served and everyone had a chance to say good-by.  
Several ladies helped with those two coffee hours from 
each service.  Thanks to you for your help of serving and 
cleaning up.  Mrs. Stees came down from Freeport and 
joined us for second service. (Of course if she hadn't, 
Pastor would have been hitching it back to Freeport!)   It 
seemed like it was a party every Sunday! Now it will 
calm down for a month and then we will be getting 
acquainted with Pastor Scott. His first Sunday will be 
June 29th so mark your calendar.  Dave Adams  and 
Jim Morgart  are busy getting the Web sight up and 
running.  The office may have different hours this month 
so call before you come in if you need to see either 
Carol or I.  Also be aware the new alarm system will be 
on at times so listen for the tones when you come in.  
One more special thank you to all of you who have 
helped out on Sunday's, mowing, watering and just 
general helping when you see something that needs to 

be done.  If you need to get in the church or let us know 
of happenings or hospital ins and outs, please call the 
church and put your message on the machine as we will 
be checking that.   Until next month . . . 

The Church Mouse 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
Kathleen Combs, Barbara Matthews, Jean 
Whipple, Carol Johnson (Jean Whipple’s sister), 
Mary Raney’s daughter Shelly, Ed Jones,  Roger 
Reimer,    Lo’Ren Hagie,  Glenda Meyers,   Spence 
Jensen,  Janet Morrison, and Rodney Marean 
(Sylvia Richardson’s brother).  We pray also for 
those serving in the military, especially Brad & 
Christina Carter, Gregory Peterson, Rob Irving and 
Marcy Webster. 
Christian Sympathy to Jerry & Tammy Hall on the 
death of brother-in-law, Ken Damaske and to Myrla 
Schumacher on the death of her brother, Wilbur 
Strawn. 

PASTORAL ACTS  
Baptisms on May 11, 2008 
Gwendolyn Kathleen Roberts, born on 1-18-08, 
daughter of Michael & Allison (Blobaum) Roberts. 
Chance James Witt, born on 5-31-07, son of Bryan 
and Angela (Rach) Witt.
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I ran into a stranger as he passed by, 
“Oh, excuse me please” was my reply. 
He said, “Please excuse me too; 
I wasn’t watching for you.” 
We were very polite, this stranger and I. 
We went on our way and we said good-bye. 
But at home a different story is told, 
How we treat our loved ones, young and old. 

Later that day, cooking the evening meal, 
My son stood beside me very still. 
When I turned, I nearly knocked him down. 
“Move out of the way,” I said with a frown. 
He walked away, his little heart broken. 
I didn’t realize how harshly I’d spoken. 

While I lay awake that night in bed, 
God’s still small voice came to me and said, 
“While dealing with a stranger, common courtesy 
you use, 
But the children you love, you seem to abuse. 
Go and look on the kitchen floor, 
You’ll find some flowers there by the door. 

Those are the flowers he brought for you. 
He picked them himself; pink, yellow and blue. 
He stood very quietly not to spoil the surprise, 
You never saw the tears that filled his little eyes.” 

By this time, I felt very, very small, 
And now my own tears began to fall. 
I quietly went and knelt by his bed; 
“Wake up, little one. Wake up,” I said. 
“Are these the flowers you picked for me?” 
He smiled, “I found ‘em out by the tree. 
I picked ‘em because they’re pretty like you. 
I knew you’d like ‘em, especially the blue.” 

I said, “Son, I’m sorry for the way I acted today; 
I shouldn’t have yelled at you that way.” 
He said, “Oh Mom, that’s okay. 
I love you anyway.” 
I said, “Son, I love you too,  
And I do like the flowers, especially the blue.” 
- Author Unknown 

 
 


