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One year the children in Sunday School made a large banner that said “Alleluia”.  
Then they got a big chest, put it in the back of the church, and on the Sunday 
before Lent they put the Alleluia banner away in the chest.  There is was hidden 
until Easter Sunday when they got it out, processed down the aisle with it.  The 
Alleluia was out again! 

It has been the tradition not to sing “Alleluia” in the liturgy during the Lenten 
season. The mood is more somber.   It seemed to me to make Easter all the more 

special when you could sing (and perhaps shout!) “Alleluia” once again.  It reminded me of when my father 
used to give up cigars each Lent. He put the money instead in a Lenten coin folder.  Boy, was there a wonderful 
aroma in the house when you woke up Easter morning!  Somehow you knew that Christ was risen because Dad 
had stopped chewing gum and was back to his familiar cigars.   

Well, such practices, unfortunately, I think, belong to a long-ago period of time.  Some churches, like ours, 
don’t have mid-week Lenten services any longer while some Protestant churches don’t even mention Lent.  
While looking for Praise Team music for the upcoming months it was difficult to find much appropriate for the 
season of Lent.   

We will have a service on Ash Wednesday , 7:00 p.m. February 6th . We are planning a Maundy Thursday 
service and then a joint worship with The United Church of Byron on Good Friday.  So that will be our extra 
Lenten observance. 

I do want to make advance announcement that we will have communion class for 4th graders on two Saturday 
mornings, March 1st and 8th.  Parents will be receiving a letter about those classes shortly.  Since there are only 
two or three 3rd graders, we would like to invite them also if their parents want them to come.   

Pastor Stees 
 

Call Committee 
The Call Committee met with Pastor Christine Steinstra, Assistant to the Bishop, on Monday, January 28.  At 

that time, resumes for potential candidates for the position of Pastor of All Saints Lutheran Church 
were presented and discussed.  We will be beginning the interview process shortly, and intend to 
have a candidate to present to the Congregation Council for their consideration as soon as possible. 

We will keep you updated as the call process progresses.   

Kay Johnson, Call Committee Chairman 

FEBRUARY 3rd IS BOY SCOUT & CUB SCOUT SUNDAY 
All Cub Scouts and Boy Scouts are encouraged to wear their uniforms to church that day.   
Some scouts will be participating in the services.  We salute a number of All Saints adults and 
youth involved in the Scouting Program:  Adults: Bill Runnion, Tom Faudre, Michael Schlagel 
and Randal Bishop; Scouts—Jay Adams, Evan Anderson, Nikita Bergmark, David Bishop, 
Richard Bishop, Dylan Bishop, Nick Christian, Reid Fleeger, Conner Harn, Bradley Stukenberg, 
Nicholas Christian, Kyle Roth, Nathan Schlagel, Dana Sievert, Tyler Yoakum. 
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Halleluiah ! 
Our Easter Celebration Worship services are just under 2 months away.  Youth – 5th grade through College are 
invited to take part in the 8am Easter service MARCH 23 rd.  We are looking for youth who are interested in 
serving in the worship service as ushers, readers, prayer leaders, greeters and possibly in a drama if there is 
enough interest.  If you have musical talent – instrumental or vocal and are willing to add to the service, please 
step up and sign up. There will be sign up sheets posted where you can volunteer.  Or you can call Carolyn 
Niederer 234-3296.  Carolyn will stop in at the confirmation class and the 5th and 6th grade Sunday School class 
Feb 3rd to share information and give those interested the first chance to sign up! 
- Carolyn Niederer 
 
 

 
 

�������������������� ������������������������������������� �����	
��	
��	
��	
 ����
- Audrey Adams 

 

��������	
�
��
 	
����

������������ �
���������������
���������������
���������������
�������������� ������������� ���
	
� �

�� 
�
����
��� �
� � !��� "�
� 
�� 
��#�$��	
� �

�� 
�
����
��� �
� � !��� "�
� 
�� 
��#�$��	
� �

�� 
�
����
��� �
� � !��� "�
� 
�� 
��#�$��	
� �

�� 
�
����
��� �
� � !��� "�
� 
�� 
��#�$��



 
�����%� &!� ���� '��� �
� ������%� &!� ���� '��� �
� ������%� &!� ���� '��� �
� ������%� &!� ���� '��� �
� � �!"
�� ��
� �!� "�
��!"
�� ��
� �!� "�
��!"
�� ��
� �!� "�
��!"
�� ��
� �!� "�
�
(���'�� �
��)'
��  �
��
� �
"� *
� +��$,� �(���'�� �
��)'
��  �
��
� �
"� *
� +��$,� �(���'�� �
��)'
��  �
��
� �
"� *
� +��$,� �(���'�� �
��)'
��  �
��
� �
"� *
� +��$,� � ���� &!� ����&!� ����&!� ����&!� ����
$����� �)+
� "�$����� �)+
� "�$����� �)+
� "�$����� �)+
� "�� ��� *�+
� �� ����")����  �
��
� $�)"
�*�+
� �� ����")����  �
��
� $�)"
�*�+
� �� ����")����  �
��
� $�)"
�*�+
� �� ����")����  �
��
� $�)"
�
����� '�
'+� "�-� � .������� '�
'+� "�-� � .������� '�
'+� "�-� � .������� '�
'+� "�-� � .��� 
�)�"�� ���"�� /��� ,�� 
�)�"�� ���"�� /��� ,�� 
�)�"�� ���"�� /��� ,�� 
�)�"�� ���"�� /��� ,�� ���
��.�0
��.�0
��.�0
��.�0
 %%%%����

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^�

���� �
1"� 
�
�"� $)��� �
� ��� �
������� 2��� ������
������� 2��� ������
������� 2��� ������
������� 2��� �����
!��*� �!��*� �!��*� �!��*� �3 3334444�  *�  *�  *�  *,� � .,� � .,� � .,� � .��� ���"�� ������� ���"�� ������� ���"�� ������� ���"�� ����
!�*)�)
�� ��
� )��)"
�� "�� 5�� ����
��!�*)�)
�� ��
� )��)"
�� "�� 5�� ����
��!�*)�)
�� ��
� )��)"
�� "�� 5�� ����
��!�*)�)
�� ��
� )��)"
�� "�� 5�� ����
��
�+�")�5��+�")�5��+�")�5��+�")�5� �"� �+�"
� ����� ����
�� �)�+�
)�� 6�'+!���,� 


� !��
�� ���
������,�
�

We will continue to have our 
 Youth Events every 2 nd Sunday 

 of each month .����
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January 3rd was such a cold snowy 
day for leaving our nice warm 
homes.  Ten women came to tie quilts 
and they finished nine of them.  We 
can see the store room shelves filling 
up.  Thank you for all the sheets and fabrics that are 
donated for this worthy cause. Next time to meet is 
February 7th from 9 to 11 a.m.  Hope to see you 
there! 
- Millie Knodle 
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Travelogues Resume February 9th  ! 

For all adults – come join us for 
the monthly travelogue programs 
sponsored by the Loves Park 
Rotary. All programs start at 7:00 
pm in the Loves Park City Hall 
auditorium, which is on the corner 

of Walker Ave. and Riverside Dr. by Sand Park.  
Single admission tickets are $8.00.  Please sign up 
on the bulletin board so we can plan the evening -- 
pool rides, go out to eat together, etc. (If you don’t 
wish to go for a meal, sign up anyway so we can 
save the seats we need for our group.) 
The program for February 9th is “More Stories 
from the Holy Lands” by Sandy Mortimer. 
  “. . . to the ruins of Pella and Jerash, to desert 
Castles, to Crusader fortresses, the Nabetean rose 
red city of Petra and more, Jordan offers visitors a 

splendid array of cultures, histories and surprises.  
This country which borders Syria, Iraq and Saudi 
Arabia, is among the most progressive of the middle 
eastern nations.  It is also the land of Lawrence of 
Arabia, Bedoin camel police and fascinating 
biblical sites. . . .” 
Looking ahead: The program for March 8 is 
“Vietnam – A Land of Surprises” by Buddy Hatton. 
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The crafters will meet on their 
regular day, 2nd Tuesday of the 
Month, February 12, at 9:00 am. 
All are welcome! 
-Lois Lapp and Gloria Olsen. 
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The book club met on Monday January 28th at the 
church and discussed the book "Glass Castle"  by 
Jeanette Wells.  On Monday, February 25th, we 
will be discussing the book, "90 Minutes In 
Heaven" by Don Piper.  March's selection is 'What 
She Left For Me" by Tracy Peterson.   If you 
haven’t been to a book club discussion yet, consider 
coming in 2008.  We meet at 1:00 pm in the 
fellowship area of the church.   We love to receive 
recommendations for future book club meetings.  
Please join us when you can!  
- Carolyn Niederer�
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Annual Spring Rummage Sale 
‘Tis the Season … to clean out our closets and 
cabinets!  The Annual Spring Rummage Sale is 

tentatively set for 
March 27-29.   
Please gather up all 
of your clean, 
wearable clothing, 
small kitchen 
appliances in good 
working order, and 
any miscellaneous 

tools, household items, wall décor, and toys, games, 
and puzzles.   Please think of the people who will be 
generously purchasing these items and make sure 
everything is in good repair, complete, and clean.   

We will not be accepting large appliances, such as 
refrigerators, freezers, washers, dryers, and stoves.   

Full details will be in the March issue of the 
Spokesman.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Kay Johnson at 815-234-3068. 

-Kay Johnson 
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Mark Friday, April 4, 2008 on your calendar for an 
evening out with friends.  Reservations have been 
made for us at LaVigna’s Restaurant in Oregon.  
A reservation sheet is on the bulletin board, so 
please sign up early.  Seating is limited to 40 and 
we don’t want you to miss out on this evening of 
fun, friendships, and food! 
-Kay Johnson 
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We’re in the beginning stages 
of planning the Annual 
Women’s Spring Banquet for 
2008.  This year we’re 

planning something a little different.. a Saturday 
afternoon Tea Party!  So, dig out your finest Spring 
bonnet (all ladies wear hats to tea parties!) and mark 
April 26, 2008 on your calendar.   Tickets will go 
on sale in March.  If you have teapots, cups, 
saucers, and luncheon plates that you can loan us 
for this event, please contact Kay Johnson at 815-
234-3068. 
-Kay Johnson 
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The All Saints has a new 
“Edition” to the library. 

We are happy and excited that 
Anne Morgart has accepted 
the duties of the Librarian for 
All Saints beginning this month.  During this 
month, she will be getting acquainted with the 
procedures of maintaining the library. 
One of the definitions of a library is storehouse.  I 
think you could say that our library is a storehouse 
of adventure, knowledge, and wisdom.  Please get 
acquainted with our All Saints “storehouse” and the 
magazines that are displayed in our wonderful new 
racks.  Additional books, videos and other materials 
are also available on the portable cart in the hallway 
by the church entrance. 
-Kathy Burrows 

Thanks Kathy for your work as librarian!!  And 
Thanks Anne for signing on! 

Vacation Bible School update 
The VBS organizational committee meeting was 
held Thursday, January 31st.  We looked at 
materials from three different publishing 
companies.  We have the materials for 30 days to 
help make our decision.  We also are in the process 
of determining which week in the summer will be 
our VBS week.  So look for more details in next 
month’s newsletter!  If you have an interest in being 
part of VBS, contact Theresa Fitzsimmons 234-
8363, or Carolyn Niederer 234-3296. 
-Carolyn Niederer 
 

Collectibles  
Postage stamps and Betty Crocker labels:  They will 
accept one more batch so if you have any – get 
them in right away.  Once we send this off, please 
do not save them any more. 
Box Tops and Campbells labels for Education:  
Please save these.  See diagram below for what you 
need to keep. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship Attendance  
January 8:00 10:30 Total 9:15 SS 

6 67 70 137 56 
13 75 88 163 59 
20 52 76 128 47 
27 62 65 127 52 

Total   555 214 
Average 64 75 139 54 

 

Reminders: 
End-of-the-Year Statements of Contributions 
and Envelopes for 2008 are available.  If you have 
not picked yours up and would like them to be 
mailed to you, let us know. 
Got your Expansion Fund Commitment in?  
Please mail it to the church or deposit it in the gold 
box on the entryway table. 
Deadline for articles for the March Spokesman is 
February 21.  Please email articles to Carolyn 
Niederer at rjn2cjn@aol.com or the church office at 
allsaints624@hotmail.com. Thanks! 
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January 14, 2008 
·  Heard concerns about Confirmation Class 

attendance and made recommendations about 
new students and absences.   

·  We thank Kathy Burrows for serving as church 
librarian and welcome Anne Morgart to this 
position. 

·  Communion class for 4th graders and a couple of 
3rd graders will be held the first two Saturday 
mornings in March. 

·  $2,000 was transferred from the Facilities 
Maintenance Fund to apply to the church 
mortgage. 

·  A letter to renew “Zoom to Zero” commitments 
for indebtedness are being sent out. 

·  A total of $122,380 has been pledged for the 
2008 General Fund. 

·  The new blinds have been installed in the 
hallway and nursery.   Additional thermostats 
have been put in place. 

·  Ash Wednesday services, February 6 at 7:00 
p.m. 

·  Magazine racks have been added to the library 
by Gary Asher. 

·  The Youth Group will be promoting The Souper 
Bowl of Caring on Sunday, February 3rd. 

·  All Saints sweat shirts are selling well. 
 

 
2008  STEWARDSHIP     JANUARY and YEAR TO DATE  

 General Fund  Facilities Maintenance Fund Expansion Fund 
 Monthly Year to Date  Monthly Year to Date  Monthly Year to Date 

Goals 10,861 10,861  4,897 4,897  2,308 2,308 
Received 8,901 8,901  2,649 2,649  1,460 1,460 
Status -1,960 -1,960  -2,248 -2,248  -848 -848 
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Benefit Gospel Music Concert Series 
Southern and Bluegrass Gospel Music 

by Don Eubanks and Friends 
February 10th – March 9th – September 14th 

First Baptist Church of Byron     6 - 8 pm 
Help support the Ogle County Hospice 

with your free will offering. 
Sponsored by: Sunrise Restaurant, Merlin’s Greenhouse and 1st 
Baptist Church of Byron.  For more information call 234-8737. 

Self-Help Groups 
Al – Anon has no group meeting 
here at this time.  Call 815-803-1234 
with any questions or for more 
information.   
A.A. does still meet here, every 
Tuesday evening at 8:00 pm. 
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FROM THE CHURCH MOUSE . . . 
Crafters purchased 22 chairs and 24 coffee carafes 
with earnings from the Bazaar!  Dick & Marilyn 
Williams and David & Audrey Adams graciously 
picked them up at Sam’s.  We now have enough 
chairs for all 12 tables and carafes to set on tables 

and to keep refilled.  Thanks for all the hard work 
by Crafters! 
Thanks to the group that showed up to take down all 
the Christmas decorations.  They were sorted and 
are now stored in plastic bins (will help to keep my 
“kin” from destroying things during the year!) 
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There are some new shelves in the basement for 
Vacation Bible School storage – much needed and 
appreciated.  Thanks Dick Johnson! 
A belated thanks to Pastor Stees for inviting his son 
Barry to share his musical talent with us at the 
opening of Christmas Eve service. 
Thanks to those who have been helping with all the 
extra mailings in January – Annual Report, Zoom 
Pledge letter, Lenten letter and Coin Folders.  You 
wouldn’t have received anything without the help of 
these people:  Martha Cupp, Sandy Hedges, Kay 
Johnson, Betty Klink, Mel & Millie Knodle, Ethel 
Montgomery, Al & Gloria Olsen, Dick & Marilyn 
Williams. 
Lost & Found: 
Gold Christmas tree pen found on Christmas Eve.  
It is on the flower chart. 
Small ring found 1-27.  It is in the office. 
 
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY to Alan Whitlow and 
Tina Lawson and families on the death of their 

father Wayne Whitlow on January 21.  Also to 
Myrla Schumacher on the death of her sister-in-law 
on January 8. 
CONGRATULATIONS to Michael and Allison 
Roberts on the birth of Gwendolyn Kathleen on 
January 18. Her grandmother is Audrey Blobaum. 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
Bill & Isabelle Wittig, Lorraine Buenik, Linda 
Elliott, Mary Whitmer,  Mary Raney’s daughter 
Shelly, Ed Jones, Tom Amundson (Margie 
Bergmark’s brother), Roger Reimer,  Will Engling,  
Lo’Ren Hagie, Dean Hilliard, Harold Wright and 
Jack Bull (Laurie Raum’s father), Richard Reif, 
Glenda Meyers; for those serving in the military: 
Donovan Avery, Brad & Christina Carter, Gregory 
Peterson, Rob Irving, Kevin Carlson and Capt. 
Marcy Webster (Joyce Niehaus godchild). 

PASTORAL ACTS 
BAPTISMS 
Jan. 13:  Ireland Rose Heaslip 

�

 

 

 

 

 

SPOKESMAN STAFF :  Editor  – Carolyn Niederer; Interim  Pastor  – Arthur Stees; Secretary  – Carol Vander Wyst; 
Reporters : Audrey Adams, Kathy Burrows, Kay Johnson Millie Knodle, Carolyn Niederer, 
 Marlene Roberts, Pastor Art Stees 
Assembly Team:  Jill Barker, Elmer & Ethel Montgomery, Al & Gloria Olsen 

A PUBLICATION OF                
ALL SAINTS LUTHERAN CHURCH                                                                                                         
624 Luther Drive            
Byron, IL  61010  (815-234-5277) 
Email:  allsaints624@hotmail.com 

(February Issue – Mailed 1/31/08) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“ADDRESS  SERVICE  REQUESTED” 
 
 
 

Non-Profit 
U.S. Postage Paid 
Byron, IL  61010 

Permit No. 20 
 

Church Council Members Installed 
On Sunday, January 27, Bob Branson, Reuben Johnson and Mark Hart were installed to new terms as 
Church Council members.  Bob and Reuben are serving a second three-year term and Mark is welcomed 
as a new Council member.   We thank Dallas Lawson for his service on the Council.    
 



 9 

 
 
 
 
 

�
 
 

�
���������
���������
��  
 
I ran into a stranger as he passed by, 
“Oh, excuse me please” was my reply. 
He said, “Please excuse me too; 
I wasn’t watching for you.” 
We were very polite, this stranger and I. 
We went on our way and we said good-bye. 
But at home a different story is told, 
How we treat our loved ones, young and old. 

Later that day, cooking the evening meal, 
My son stood beside me very still. 
When I turned, I nearly knocked him down. 
“Move out of the way,” I said with a frown. 
He walked away, his little heart broken. 
I didn’t realize how harshly I’d spoken. 

While I lay awake that night in bed, 
God’s still small voice came to me and said, 
“While dealing with a stranger, common courtesy 
you use, 
But the children you love, you seem to abuse. 
Go and look on the kitchen floor, 
You’ll find some flowers there by the door. 

Those are the flowers he brought for you. 
He picked them himself; pink, yellow and blue. 
He stood very quietly not to spoil the surprise, 
You never saw the tears that filled his little eyes.” 

By this time, I felt very, very small, 
And now my own tears began to fall. 
I quietly went and knelt by his bed; 
“Wake up, little one. Wake up,” I said. 
“Are these the flowers you picked for me?” 
He smiled, “I found ‘em out by the tree. 
I picked ‘em because they’re pretty like you. 
I knew you’d like ‘em, especially the blue.” 

I said, “Son, I’m sorry for the way I acted today; 
I shouldn’t have yelled at you that way.” 
He said, “Oh Mom, that’s okay. 
I love you anyway.” 
I said, “Son, I love you too,  
And I do like the flowers, especially the blue.” 
- Author Unknown 

 
 


