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OUR THIRIETH ANNIVESARY 
On Sunday, May 4th we will celebrate the 30th anniversary of All Saints Lutheran 
Church.  It was on Sunday, May 6, 1978 that the congregation was officially 
organized with 127 adult and 65 child members.  Pastor Bill Nelson was the 
Pastor/Developer. The late Rev. Dr. Paul Erickson, Bishop of the Illinois Synod 
(LCA) officiated.  All Saints was officially received into the Synod a few weeks 
later, May 20th. Worship services, held in the Byron Cultural Center, had started 
in April of the previous year. 

On Sunday, May 4th we would like to take time at the worship services to recognize charter members and 
relatives (children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren, etc.) of those original members.   

We also understand that the cookbook that is underway is being done as a 30th anniversary project.   

Easter Continues 
Did you know that Easter lasts for seven weeks?  One way to remember that is when you come to church and 
see the large paschal candle lit each of those Sundays.  You will also notice that the first lessons on each of 
those Sundays are not from the Old Testament, as they usually are, but from the Book of Acts.  In those lessons 
from Acts we hear what the effect of Christ’s resurrection was upon the early church.  After the resurrection, 
Christian church history began!    

Call Committee Update 
The Call Committee has been attending church more frequently than the rest of us these weeks.  They are 
currently going to church on Saturday evenings to hear our three prospective pastoral candidates preach.  It is 
anticipated that they will be ready to recommend a candidate to the church council to meet and interview later 
this month.  The process, it is reported, is moving along smoothly and should be coming before the 
congregation sometime in May.   We’ll keep you posted.    

Pastor Stees 
 
 

Vacation Bible School  July 7-11 2008 
 

POWER LAB 
Discovering Jesus’ Miraculous Power 
 

For those who have already volunteered for VBS, THANK 
YOU!  We have leader books, so if you want yours, contact 
Carolyn or Theresa. 

We are looking for more volunteers and helpers.  Contact 
Carolyn 234-3296 or Theresa 234-8363 to volunteer.  Watch for 
information about a meeting that we will schedule in May for 
volunteers and decorator helpers. 

In May, we will have registration information  for those who want to sign up to attend VBS. 
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- Audrey Adams 
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Spring Clean Up Day: Saturday April 19 starting at 8:00 am – see article on page 3      
Women’s Spring Banquet: Saturday April 26, 2:00 pm – see article on page 4 
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The quilters will meet on April 3rd  
and May 1st from 9 to 11 a.m.  At 
our last get-together we tied eight 
comforters besides preparing material 
for backings.  Some lovely new materials have been 
donated this month.  It is rewarding to know that 
other people care about our project and give us 
materials that help us to make lovely quilt tops.  
The two hours that we spend together goes by 
quickly. The comforters that we make will be given 
to needy people.   We hope that you will join us 
whenever you can. 
- Millie Knodle 

���������	
������
	��   
Travelogue on April 12  

For all adults – come join us for 
the monthly travelogue programs 
sponsored by the Loves Park 
Rotary. All programs start at 7:00 
pm in the Loves Park City Hall 
auditorium, which is on the corner 

of Walker Ave. and Riverside Dr. by Sand Park.  
Single admission tickets are $8.00.  Please sign up 
on the bulletin board so we can plan the evening -- 
pool rides, go out to eat together, etc. (If you don’t 
wish to go for a meal, sign up anyway so we can 
save the seats we need for our group.) 
The program for April 12 th is “South African 
Safari” by John Wilson. 

  “. . . From deserts to jungles, and everything in 
between . . . Go on safari from Kruger to the 
Kalahari and the Cape to the Karoo!  See the “Big 
Five” on their turf, visit the “Garden of the Gods” 
feel the rhythm and spirit of Swazi dancers and 
drink in the scenic winelands.  AFRICA, just the 
word stirs the soul and excites the imagination.” 
This will be the last travelogue until next fall. 
 

����������������������������������������    

The crafters will meet on April 8 at 
9:00 am.  We are working on 
several projects and always looking 
for new things.  If you have any 
ideas bring them and join us.  If you have no new 
ideas just come, we always have things you can 
help us do.  See you on the 2nd Tuesday of the 
month. 
All are welcome! 
-Lois Lapp and Gloria Olsen. 
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We decided to make April a going-out-to-lunch 
time!  We are going to meet on April 28th at the 
Swedish Pancake house in Byron at noon.  May's 
book is What She Left for Me by Tracy Pederson, 
so you can get an early start on reading that.  We 
will be discussing that on May 19th at 1:00 pm at the 
church. If you have questions, contact Gloria Olsen. 

 - Carolyn Niederer�
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Spring Clean Up Day  
The Annual Clean-Up Day 
at church will be held on 
Saturday, April 19 from 8 
am until we’re done!  Rain 
date is Saturday, May 3. 

Please bring work gloves, 
shovels, rakes, wheel-

barrows, fertilizer spreaders, tractor pull carts, 
trimmers pruning shears, and tool boxes, paint 
and/or wire brushes, etc. or whatever else you might 
have available to accomplish our tasks.   

We have many and varied projects that 
need workers.  If you are not an 
‘outside’ person, there are lots of 

things inside the building that need to be done, too!   

We will provide break time snacks and a light 
lunch.  Come and stay as long as you 
are able!  Please sign-up on the sheet 
on the bulletin board so we know for 
how many to plan for lunch. 

Reuben Johnson 
Building and Grounds Chairman 
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The Annual Womens’ Banquet is scheduled for 
Saturday, April 26 at 2:00 pm.  Tickets are $6.00 
for adults, $3.00 for children under 10 years and 
children under 3 years old are free.  This year we 
are doing something a little different..  A Saturday 
afternoon Tea Party!  Cleo Bankord, owner of 
Lucile’s Tea House, will be assisting with the 
festivities.   

We are in need of luncheon plates, cups and saucers 
for the place settings, and teapots and tea cozies for 
the tea.  We also need two- or three-tiered serving 
plates/stands for the 'Delicacies'.  If you can help us 
out with some these items, please contact Kay 
Johnson at 815-262-8789 or Marlene Roberts at 
815-218-1134. 

We hope you will join us for this great afternoon of 
good food and laughter.  Hats are optional, but it 
will add to the fun if you 
wear one!   Tickets are 
now on sale after each 
service.  Please see 
Marlene to pick up your 
tickets.   

-Kay Johnson 

 
30th Anniversary Cookbook 
To commemorate our Church’s 30th Anniversary, 
we have decided to publish a cookbook of our 
Church Family’s favorite recipes.  Recipe collection 
forms are being included in the Sunday Bulletins, 
are available on the table in the Narthex and a form 
is included in this newsletter on the last page.   

This is an excellent way to 
share your Grandma’s great 
cookie recipe, or the casserole 
your Mom prepared on cold 
winter nights with others in the 
church. Submit as many recipes 
as you want!  Please have your 
recipes back to the church by 

Sunday, April 6.  There will be a recipe collection 
basket on the table in the Narthex. 

Cookbook price and sales dates will be announced 
at a later time. Contact Marlene Roberts at 815-218-
1134 or Kay Johnson at 815-234-8789 with any 
questions. 
Sunday School 

We welcomed the following young members of All 
Saints for their first communion on Palm Sunday: 
Evan Anderson, Nikita Bergmark, Zachary 
Eastman, Kaitlyn Fitzsimmons, Austin 
Gugliemetti, Brittany Harn, Peyton Keller, Anna 
Krecklow, Bryce Miles, Lexi Morrison, Rebecca 
Raum. 
- Melanie Anderson 
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The Annual All Saints 
Rummage Sale was held March 
27-29, 2008 at the Masonic 
Lodge. Thank you to everyone 
who helped make this possible 
by donating items to sell, 
helping sort items for sale, working the sale, and/or 
donating baked goods for the bake sale.  The final 
total was $919.45 and we will receive matching 
funds from Thrivent.   The total was down quite a 
bit from previous years, no thanks to the inclement 
weather the first two days.   

Along with the rummage sale, we also had a 
drawing for donated items to benefit the Quilters 
Group.  The winners are:   3" square design quilt 
was won by Sylvia Richardson; the floral quilt was 
won by Lucy Grant; the crocheted afghan was won 
by Darla Smith.  This drawing raised $102.00 for 
the Quilters Group, and will go a long way to 
purchase supplies.  Additionally, Bob Branson 
donated a 30 minute airplane ride in his Cessna 
172.  This was won by Elmer Montgomery.  
Thanks, Bob! 

It is impossible to list everyone who had a hand in 
this event, but we do want to express a special thank 
you to the Quilters Group for making and donating 
the two quilts, and to Gloria Olsen for being there, 
day in and day out, for the entire 6 days of set up 
and sale.    A Special Thanks to the Clean-up Crew:  
Lloyd Funk, Mel & Millie Knodle, John & Pam 
Kultgen, Linda Hank, Alice Alwardt, Cindy Busse, 
Ken & Lois Lapp, Tom & Mary Raney, Jan Ball, Al 
Schabacker, Al & Gloria Olsen, Kay Johnson, 
Sylvia Richardson, Myrla Schumacher, Kit Reif.  
Also, thank you to the men of All Saints who 
transported the remaining items to the Rockford 
Rescue Mission on the Monday following the sale.  

 Kay Johnson 
�
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As I write this article, Palm 
Sunday has just passed and 
Easter is right around the 
corner.  I have placed several 
items on the cart found by the 
coat rack near the front doors 
to the church that relate to the Easter season.  The 
following include a DVD, several VHS Videos, and 
books for adults as well as children. 
DVD- The Passion of Christ  
VHS Videos-  

·  The Greatest Story Ever Told 
·  King of Kings narrated by Orson Welles and 

donated by the estate of Carl Woodhouse 
·  Shroud of Turin- Ancient Mysteries- New 

Investigations of the Unsolved 
Children's VHS Videos-  

·  The Animated Stories from the New 
Testament- He is Risen  

·  Davey and Goliath- Happy Easter 
Children's Book-The First Easter  
Adult Books  

·  The Mysterious Shroud by Ian Wilson 
featuring photos by Vernon Miller-  Read 
what "startling and extraordinary" 
information 24 American scientists and 
8,000 pounds of state of the art equipment 
uncovered while investigating the Shroud of 
Turin. 

·  The Case for Easter by Lee Strobel- Strobel 
is a journalist investigating the "evidence for 
the Resurrection" which led him from 
atheism to belief. 

Just a reminder- When signing materials out, please 
include that day's date in the "due date" square.  
There is no due date, but we ask that the item be 
returned in a timely manner.  When bringing the 
item back, please place it in the tote found inside 
the Library door.  While doing your spring cleaning, 
if you notice a book, video or audio tape belonging 
to the church, please place it in the tote also.  If you 
select an item and there is no card with it, please 
write the title, your name and the day's date on a 
piece of paper found in the check-out box.  I will 
then make a card and put it on the item when you 
return it. 
Thank you for your support and please enjoy these 
selections during the joyous Easter Season. 
-Anne Morgart  

��������Worship Attendance  
March 8:00 10:30 Total 9:15 SS 

2 52 60 112 58 
9 51 66 117 52 

Palm     16 95 130 225 69 
M. Thurs   33  
Good Fri   93  
Easter   23 128 109 237  

30 58 50 108  
Total   *925 179 
Average 77 83 **160 60 

*Total includes Maundy Thursday and Good Friday��������
**Average does not include Maundy Thursday or 
Good Friday – just the “regular” Sunday Services 

Reminders: 
Confirmation will be May 18th.  That will also be 
the last day of Sunday School before the summer 
break. 
Please keep us updated on any service personnel 
who are overseas or who have returned home. 
Please mail your Expansion Fund Commitment to 
the church or deposit it in the gold box on the 
entryway table. 
Deadline for articles for the May Spokesman is 
April 24 .  Please email articles to Carolyn Niederer 
at rjn2cjn@aol.com or the church office at 
allsaints624@hotmail.com. Thanks! 
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 "A cheerful heart is good medicine" (Prov. 17:22) 
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March 10, 2008 
·  First Communion Class to be March 18th. 

·  Presently, 26 pledges with a total of $17,757 
for 2008 have been received. 

·  Board of Missions CD will mature March 
25th and will be cashed in and deposited into 
another account to draw better interest. 

·  Options for a new pictorial directory are 
being investigated. 

·  Clean-Up Day is set for April 19th. 

·  Looking at into new security alarm system. 

·  An energy audit is in process. 

·  April 25th is LSSI “Bid for Youth Auction”. 

·  Four youth and two adults will be going to 
Youth Quake. 

·  Three potential candidates identified for the 
pastor’s position have been interviewed.  
The candidates will be heard by the 
committee and one will be recommended to 
the council.  From there special meetings 
will be called for council and congregational 
approval.   

 
2008  STEWARDSHIP     MARCH and YEAR TO DATE  

 General Fund  Facilities Maintenance Fund Expansion Fund 
 Monthly Year to Date  Monthly Year to Date  Monthly Year to Date 

Goals 13,650 35,490  5,770 15,002  2,885 7,501 
Received 12,960 29,095  3,897 9,474  2,986 6,592 
Status -690 -6,395  -1,874 -5,529  101 -909 
 


���
��	�
�
	�� �
LSSI’S 17TH ANNUAL BID FOR YOUTH AUCTION, Friday, April 25 at 6:00 pm  
Lutheran Social Service of Illinois will hold their 17th Annual Bid for Youth Auction at the Blackhawk Center, 
1101 Jefferson Street, Oregon, IL. This is a benefit for all children and families in Ogle county served by the 
programs of LSSI. 
Raffle item is “Blooms for All Seasons” (Living blooming plants delivered to your home all year long!) 
sponsored by Gray Davis & Chris Mueller, Country Insurance and Financial Services.  Tickets are $1 each of 
6/$5. Available at the door or in advance at Oregon LSSI Office at 1030 Pines Rd.  Need not be present to win. 
Grand Door Prize will be one night “Water Resort Stay” for two at the Clock Tower Resort in Rockford.  Must 
be present to win. 
For more information, call LSSI at 815-284-7796 ext. 2013 or visit www.lssi.org . 

LOMC Events:  
Sunday, April 27, 10:00 am to 4:00 pm:  Turtle Trot & Turtle Search Sunday 
April 27 – 29:  Spring Adult Retreat - Explore the book of Revelation and enjoy the beauty of LOMC in spring 
May 3:  Spring Adventure Day, Fishin’ with Jesus – grades K-3 

�����	������


��	������ �
Byron Food Drive Saturday, May 10:  To benefit People Helping People, the Byron postal employees will 
be collecting non-perishable food goods.  Leave your non-perishable food good at the base of your mail box for 
collection by 9:00 am.  Off duty carriers and other volunteers will collect the donations.  A collection bin will 
also be set up the week prior to the 10th in the post office lobby.  Should you choose to make a financial 
donation, please do not send cash.  Make checks payable to “People Helping People”. 

�
�
�

Volunteers are needed to drive cancer patients to appointments, treatments, etc. 
No long term commitment  - drive once or as many times as you can. 

Please call Marlene at the office 234-5277 or Gary Asher at 234-7911 if you can help. 
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FROM THE CHURCH MOUSE . . . 
My goodness but this has been a busy month!  So many 
things going on and so many people involved.  It sure 
was a fun month, but kind of glad to take a breath for a 
few days.  The first of the month the Girl Scouts helped 
out at services.  Courtney Loomis  and Brittany Harn  
were greeters and helped with ushering at the early 
service and Rebecca and Jennifer Raum  helped at the 
late service.  A great job girls! 

On Saturday, March 8th, five of us drove over to 
Kishwaukee College for the annual Resource Event.  
Bill & Isabel Wittig, Randy Mastricola, Audrey 
Adams,  and myself attended many meaningful and 
interesting classes - all helping in our fields of 
volunteering in the church.  Thanks to Mike Sloan  for 
removing the huge snow piles from the walks so we 
could get in and out of church.  Salt was spread by some 
good helpers as well.  Thanks to all who helped! 

What a great time was had by all who attended the 
Spaghetti Super sponsored by the youth group!  They 
did a great job and made some money doing it.  Good 
job to Audrey Adams  for organizing this event with 
Dallas Lawson .  A week later, they turned around and 
had the Easter breakfast between services.  Thanks to 
all of you for supporting our youth in these events. 

Maundy Thursday services were very impressive as 
were the Good Friday services with the UCC church.  
Pastor Marie from UCC gave a great message - even if 
we did run out of toothpicks! (Ask someone who was 
there about that one.) 

In early March, Nicole Livingston  spent her Spring 
break with a group from college who went to Mississippi 
to assist with Katrina relief work. She also served as 
assisting minister on Easter Sunday when she was 
home from Augustanna.  Thanks to Lexie Williams  for 

her hymn accompaniment at both Easter services. So 
nice to see the youth participating in services.   

Dick Johnson  and Gary Asher  have been busy - Dick 
put some much needed shelves in the closet in the 
music room and Gary put up the new bulletin board in 
the Narthex.   George Krebs  has donated a nice walker 
for our use.  It is in the front entryway and can be used in 
your home if needed or just here at church.  Thanks 
Guys!   

Well as you can see, I was busy trying to keep track of 
all you people. I know I didn’t see it all, but if you did 
something this month and I didn’t mention it, you were 
certainly appreciated.  Thank you! 

Watch the new bulletin board for things going on and 
coming up.  They will be on the calendar.  Until next 
month . . . 

The Church Mouse 

 

PRAYER CONCERNS 
Lorraine Buenik, Barbara Matthews, Dick 
Williams,  Ken & Theo Nelson (Pastor Bill 
Nelson’s father and stepmother), Mary Raney’s 
daughter Shelly, Ed Jones,  Roger Reimer,  Will 
Engling,  Lo’Ren Hagie,  Harold Wright, Jack Bull 
(Laurie Raum’s father), Glenda Meyers, Don 
Martin, Cory Hurd, and Gary Richardson (Skip 
Richardson’s brother); for those serving in the 
military:Brad & Christina Carter, Gregory Peterson, 
Rob Irving, Kevin Carlson and Marcy Webster 
(Joyce Niehaus godchild). 

PASTORAL ACTS – none to report in March 
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I ran into a stranger as he passed by, 
“Oh, excuse me please” was my reply. 
He said, “Please excuse me too; 
I wasn’t watching for you.” 
We were very polite, this stranger and I. 
We went on our way and we said good-bye. 
But at home a different story is told, 
How we treat our loved ones, young and old. 

Later that day, cooking the evening meal, 
My son stood beside me very still. 
When I turned, I nearly knocked him down. 
“Move out of the way,” I said with a frown. 
He walked away, his little heart broken. 
I didn’t realize how harshly I’d spoken. 

While I lay awake that night in bed, 
God’s still small voice came to me and said, 
“While dealing with a stranger, common courtesy 
you use, 
But the children you love, you seem to abuse. 
Go and look on the kitchen floor, 
You’ll find some flowers there by the door. 

Those are the flowers he brought for you. 
He picked them himself; pink, yellow and blue. 
He stood very quietly not to spoil the surprise, 
You never saw the tears that filled his little eyes.” 

By this time, I felt very, very small, 
And now my own tears began to fall. 
I quietly went and knelt by his bed; 
“Wake up, little one. Wake up,” I said. 
“Are these the flowers you picked for me?” 
He smiled, “I found ‘em out by the tree. 
I picked ‘em because they’re pretty like you. 
I knew you’d like ‘em, especially the blue.” 

I said, “Son, I’m sorry for the way I acted today; 
I shouldn’t have yelled at you that way.” 
He said, “Oh Mom, that’s okay. 
I love you anyway.” 
I said, “Son, I love you too,  
And I do like the flowers, especially the blue.” 
- Author Unknown 

 
 


